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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | Welcome

Welcome to the
Eastbrook Family!

Building your dream home can be one of the most exciting
journeys of your life. It can also be pretty overwhelming, with
important decisions to make, plans to establish, and budgets
to consider. This Eastbrook Homes Starter Guide is designed
to help you formulate a clear picture of your dream home while
allowing you space to discover new and exciting options within

your budget.

Let’s Go!

[ ] Identify your home goals
Establish a budget
Discover your perfect community

A guide to home pricing

OO 0O 0O

Build your dream home

The Eastbrook Homes Starter Guide is intended
to be used online and in printed form as a living,
breathing document that evolves through your
home-building journey.

Links can be found throughout this guide to direct you to
additional resources, but we hope you’ll also print a copy to
take with you during open houses and brainstorming sessions
with your Sales Agent. Don’t be afraid to make changes; this is

your dream home you’re building!

Have fun and enjoy the process!

VEastbrook
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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | Home Goals
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HOme GOaIS Describe Your Dream Home

The first task on your path toward your dream Be specific and dream big!
home is identifying your home goals.

This aspect of the home building process requires you to be

honest with yourself about your needs, your wants, and the

difference between the two. These questions might seem

intimidating at first but remember - these goals, while important

in kicking off future decisions about your home, are simply

written descriptions of your personal needs and ideas.

Taking it one step at a time will help you accomplish this task

in a manageable way and give you the dream home you've

always wanted.
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Do your best ideas arrive at unexpected times? Keep
our Starter Guide near your bedside table, coffee bar,
or computer so you can jot down ideas as they pop up!

Better yet, make a few copies to share with your partner or

involved family members so you can compare notes later.
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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | Home Goals

Prioritize your goals by organizing them Top 5 Goals
into separate categories_ What do you hope to achieve with this new home?
Note things like minimum square footage, bedrooms, and Ve ~N
garage spaces. Don’t be afraid to dream big, list everything, and 1.
slowly whittle your lists down as the process unfolds. 2
3.
Home Plan A 4.
This is your ideal, best-case scenario. 5
4 N\
o J
5 Must-Have Home Features
Consider everyday living; what will enhance your life or make
things easier for you?
4 N\
1.
S ) 2.
3.
Home Plan B
This is your backup plan in case Plan A doesn’t pan out. 4.
4 N\ S.
. J
Top 3 Community Qualities
Do you need someone to handle snow removal? Is the
distance from work or school important to you?
4 N\
o J
2.
o J

Write down exact, specific numbers instead of flexible

values or ranges when determining what you need in

eecccccccccce

your dream home. Remember—your final design plans
aren’t going to include 2, maybe 3 bathrooms, they’re
going to include 2 or 3 bathrooms—and the difference

is substantial in terms of cost, time, and planning. Take

the time to truly identify your exact specifications so

you can commit now and avoid major changes later.
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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | Home Goals

Minimum Square Footage
Choose the smallest number you can live with.

SQFT.

Maximum Square Footage
Choose the largest number your bank account can handle.

SQFT.

Minimum Number of Bedrooms,
Bathrooms, And Garage Spaces
Focus on what you need now and what you'll need a few

years from now.
| BEDS | BATH | GRSP

. n

Have you checked out the Eastbrook Homes

website yet? Find your ideal location or

eccccccccce

community, then browse the buildable home
plans offered there! Our Home Plans showcase

important details about each plan option, including

&

square footage, starting cost, and more. This is a
great place to start visualizing your dreams!

e0c00cc00000000000000000000000

e0ecoccco oo

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

YEastbrook

Short Term Considerations
Think about your current work scenario, family dynamics,
and upcoming plans.

-

.

Long Term Considerations
Imagine what life will look like in 5+ years and how your
home will conform to your needs as they evolve.

(’
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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | Establish A Budget

Establish A Budget

What's the greatest gift you can give yourself during your home-building
adventure? A realistic budget! A well-planned, realistic budget is the best way to
ensure you get your dream home without experiencing any buyer’s remorse on
closing day. Check the costs of your favorite floor plans, research taxes, fees,
and property values for your favorite Eastbrook Homes community build sites,

and factor in home insurance and loan interest payments.

Don’t forget to plan some wiggle room in your budget for extras, whether they’re
sensible upgrades you didn’t know existed, energy-saving features that add
instant value to your home, or a higher price tag for the perfect parcel of land
that just opened up. This is your dream home you’re building! Avoid making last-

minute compromises that will last a lifetime by perfecting your budget today.

Establish A Budget

Stay realistic and plan for extras!

Monthly Income
Write down your monthly income, including any changes due to the move

Learn about

Check out

Pre-approved Loan testimonials from real homeowners,

If borrowing, note your pre-approval limits; we recommend getting approved for
the highest amount possible so you have wiggle room when you head to the Home
Creation Studio.

a handy Mortgage Calculator, our
Preferred Lender Partners, and more!
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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | Establish A Budget

Favorite Floor plans Build Site
Note the starting price for your favorite floor plans. Your Jot down typical sale prices, taxes, and HOA dues for
Sales Agent can help you determine the starting price. properties in your ideal communities.
4 N\ 4 N\
$
$
$
$
$
. J
Other Expenses
List projected moving costs (moving trucks, boxes,
movers, etc.), new furniture you’d want to purchase,
and gas or public transport for commutes.
4 N\
o J o J
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Discover Your
Community

We get it - Michigan has some of the most beautiful places to live in

the entire country. How can you possibly choose just one? Don’t worry!
Eastbrook Homes makes it easy (and enjoyable!) to narrow down your
ideal property location. From open houses with personalized tours through
our model homes, to seasonal events hosted at Eastbrook communities
throughout the area, we offer plenty of opportunities for you to get a

glimpse into what life will look like in your new community.

Start by identifying amenities, features, and distance requirements that

are important to you. You may love the clubhouse at Hathaway Lakes,

but does the increased commute time outweigh your pool party dreams?
Similarly, a newly-developed community might not give you the same initial
visual aesthetic as a long established community, but the larger selec-
tion of homesites and fantastic school districts might be just what you're
looking for. Take time to explore the details of your life that are impacted
by your home’s location and map out what your ideal community looks like

to help you craft a shortlist of ideal options.

Things to Consider

Commute times

Access to highways

School districts, libraries, and educational opportunities
Recreational activities

Distance to shopping, restaurants, and public transportation
Privacy and landscaping

On-site amenities like playgrounds, pools, and fitness centers
Distance to hospitals and healthcare facilities

Rural Development and VA Loan eligibility

OoO0oO0o000000gaada

Property maintenance like snow shoveling and lawn mowing
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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | Discover Your Community

Your Perfect Property
Visualize your perfect home site. What does it look like?
What sounds, sights, and feelings do you experience?
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The Communities page on the Eastbrook Homes
website is a great place to pin down specific community

details you want and need for your home site. Each
community features a quick view into available
amenities, building phases, and home options. With over
30+ communities to choose from, you’re sure to find the

perfect place for your dream home.

VEastbrook 616-947-3317 | EastbrookHomes.com
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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | A Guide to Home Pricing

A Guide to
Home Pricing

At this point in your discovery process, you've nailed down your

favorite community, top home sites, and home plans - now what?

Now, your Eastbrook Homes Sales Agent will guide you through
choosing your favorite home plan, then discussing pricing estimates
for your dream home. Together, you'll work through a Wishlist. The
Wishlist outlines the initial features and options you've discussed

with your sales agent.

Please Note: Your Wishlist is just an estimate,
designed to provide you with a price point
estimate for your home if you decide to build.

After you finish your initial Wishlist, you will have completed the
Eastbrook Homes Starter Guide! As always, your sales agent will be
happy to answer any additional questions you may have and walk

you through the rest of the buying and building process.

You now have all the tools
and information to help
make your final decision!

L]

. Think about your Wishlist as putting your dreams and
vision on paper. You're doing a preliminary sketch of
your home, so you can have an idea of the price point,

size, features, and finishes that you love.
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Need help on...?

Prepare for the last step of your discovery

process by completing the following:
Interactive Floor Plans

Before your Wishlist meeting with your
sales agent, test out the interactive floor
plans on our website! Go to the home plan

page you're interested in and click on the
“Interactive Floor Plan” to try it out.

My Home Account

Save pictures from our Feature Gallery
to your My Home Account to show to

your sales agent!
Review

Once you've completed your Wishlist,
review this Starter Guide and make
notes of any questions you need
answers to before making a final

decision.
Is building a new home for you?

I'm in! Where do | sign?

Building new is not for me.

Whatever your answer, please let your sales
agent know which direction you're leaning, as they

will best be able to assist you moving forward.

Notes:

616-947-3317 | EastbrookHomes.com 10
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INTERACTIVE HOME BUILDING GUIDE | The Journey Continues...
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The Jou rney Eastbrook Video Building Process
Continues...

Building
Curious about how the rest of the building process works? We Process
Overview
have you covered! Head to your computer or smartphone to
open your PDF copy of this guide. Use the clickable links on this
page to watch our fun, animated video series that breaks down ‘
each step of the Eastbrook building process: \ °
SR W“" New Home
Agreement

ot °

4 , Home
4 Creation
O l“ o ~ Studio

Selection
Services

Reviewing
the Plan

Construction

Check out our library of blogs, specifically

the ones that touch on the building
process through testimonials, how-to °

guides, educational articles, and more! I : !

Celebration
& Orientation
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7QoGmWqC1E&list=PL-a9mMUNcNcaSJVpGQw9ftEh7Ml6JCEFs&index=5
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVRr_hIAw1s&list=PL-a9mMUNcNcaSJVpGQw9ftEh7Ml6JCEFs&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVRr_hIAw1s&list=PL-a9mMUNcNcaSJVpGQw9ftEh7Ml6JCEFs&index=5
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QL1u2OtNPNw&list=PL-a9mMUNcNcaSJVpGQw9ftEh7Ml6JCEFs&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHlcGWEcyHs&list=PL-a9mMUNcNcaSJVpGQw9ftEh7Ml6JCEFs&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7QoGmWqC1E&list=PL-a9mMUNcNcaSJVpGQw9ftEh7Ml6JCEFs&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWm5UwSEXoc&list=PL-a9mMUNcNcaSJVpGQw9ftEh7Ml6JCEFs&index=6
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General Notes
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